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My colleagues at the Center for the. 
3tudy of Democratic Institutions inSanta: 
3arbara, Calif,, have a theory that every. 
-ime i arrangé.a major. international: 


sonference dedicated..to peace and un-%} 


Jerstanding, all hell; breaks: loose, The 
Denter's Pacem in Terris IV Convocation 4 
which opens at the Sheraton: Park Hotel 
Tuesday already seems to be bearing ther 
put, but [hope the worst {s not yet to come.. 

The first Pacem: in Terris Con- 
wocation--the name being taken from the 
Tneyclical of the late-Pope John 23rd 
caliing for coexistence—-took place in New 
York in early 1965. Vice President Hum- 
phrey opened it in the United Nations 
<Generat Assembly with an eloquent plea 
foy peace. Next day began the first major 


merican” bombing of North Vietnam. |. ; ‘ 
a i ‘aey | . When we were planning Pacem in Terris T. 


Pacem in ‘ferris I, in Geneva in 1967, 
opened on the same day as the Arab-| 


Israeli. War of that year. Pacem in Terris i, 
IH, in-Washingtonin 1973, coincided witht 


the Yom Kippur War. | 


- The Pacem. in Terris. Convocations are, 


in a way, something of.a new type of in- | 


ternational relations—~a public dialogue on 
pressing issues between official govern: " 


ment policy makers and private experts ob} 


various points of view. Regardless of how 
much they may or may. not influence the 
source of international events, we feel they . 


are a useful contribution to. the American }- 


democratic process. The idea behind: 
Pacem 1V is that there is so much’ éon- 
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West German representatives to a con-. 
ference table together, produced some 
_new thinking about the Jong-moribund 


: German deadlock and doubtless con- 


tributed to the evéntual solution. And 


. Pacem UI Jaunched the domestic debate” 
- about detenté while iluminating some of 


its -weaknesses as well as its strengths, 


- Pacem TV,.‘we hope, will show the | 


ne; 


necessity for relating foreign to domestic 


: policies and pravide some standards by. 
. Which’ the’ forthcoming Presidential. 


election rhetoric can be judged. 4 
These conferences are not exactly easy | 


__te arrange. Most of the participants are | 


not only frightfully busy but very hard to 


‘reach. Some-of them are prima donnas. 


in 1964, involving not-only American of-- 
ficials but nearly a dozen foreign ministers 


“and premiers from other countries, tne 


invariable first question was: “Who else is 


- coming?” T'remember how relieved I was 


fusion about American foreign policy now | - 


“that we badly need“8° high-level public 
discussion of the issues before the country 
gets totally bogged downin the politics of a. 


presidential election year, * <~ 


’ when’Paul-Henri Spaak; then Premier of | 
- Belgium, threw caution to the winds and 


accepted our invitation. In Pacem I, the 


’ Russians wouldn't consider coming unless 


“we invited the North Vietnamese. The 
North Vietnamese wouldn't consider 
coming unless we pledged not to invite the 
South | Vietnamese, .. The . Johnson 


- administration—leery of peace efforts 


anyway—wouldn’t consider. participating 
if we did not invite the South Vietnamese. 
Both of these conferences took a lot of 
commuting between, Claremont, Calif., 
and Europe, the Soviet Union. and 


_ Southeast Asia—some 40,000 miles or more 


to a public debate in the United’ States | ~ 


for the first time, did help make the idea of 
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coexistence respectable, Pacem IT, |’ 


aes ag his a A ae 
Pacem I, which brought Soviet officials | .. 


power at, 
' 


_Since the advent of Henry Kissinger, he 
has been both a-major problem and a 
major asset, An intellectual interested in 
discussing issues, Kissinger was always 


” sympathetic, and he agreed to participate 
- in both Pacem Il and Pacem IV. The 


trouble is that Kissinger is always 
somewhere else wheal you need him. This 


‘year, with Kissinger more peripetetic than | 


“ever, Lapproached both the Secretary and 


\ 


the White House. 1 was assured the week 
they would not be going to China was the ; 
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first week in December, so Pacem 1V.was. 


scheduled for that time. With the program 
> all set, Dr. Kissinger advised that this 


‘ 


chief congressional critic,: and between - 


would be, after all, the time-he would bein . 
Peking. This, however, was only the 
“ beginning of our troubles. “+ te F 


. Wethought Vice President Rockefeller a -° 
"likely replacement. But also on the 
. program betx 

. Secretary of Defense Schiesinger and 


were discussions between then- 
“Congressman Les aAspin, -the military’s 


CIA Director Colby and Senator Church. 


There ‘followed the = “Halloween - 


° Massacre.’* Some 340 telephone ‘calls 


* Colby would stay on the 
~ Ambassador Moynihan- would -take 


" ‘later—beginning, at 6 a.m. PS.T.—it all 


got arranged. Messrs Schlesinger and 
program, and 


Kissinger’s place. Then promptly strange 
’ things began to happen at the United 
Nations. Ambassador Moynihan is still 


. hanging in there, however, ang will per- 


form at 9:20 Tuesday morning. 
- With this track record,.it is net sur- 


” prising that-many Democrats—and some 


Republicans—have- urged us to put 
_ President Ford on the progrant. ot ate 


1 am now taking applications for’ 
‘-anybedy who might wish to arrange 


- Pacem in Terris V. All it takes is a 
~ willingness to suffer loss of weight and 

hair, furrows in the brow, a. caulflower 
: ear from long distance telephone calls and 
. areputation for being a harbinger of woe. 
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